
2026 Keynote Speakers
Dr. Sara K. McBride is the Executive Director for the California Seismic Safety 
Commission. Her background includes extensive experience in crisis communication, 
risk, hazard, science communication, and emergency management, gained from 
both research at institutions like the USGS and through on-the-ground response work 
in disaster scenarios during the Christchirch and Kaikoura earthquakes in New 
Zealand, and in the response to the Southwestern Puerto Rico earthquake.

Michelle Grant is a practising structural engineer and a director of a consulting 
structural engineering firm, with experience spanning low-rise buildings from small 
residential projects through to large commercial developments. Michelle is a past 
president of the New Zealand Structural Engineering Society (SESOC) and a Fellow 
of Engineering New Zealand, and contributes to the wider sector as a member of 
the Seismic Risk Working Group preparing the new earthquake loadings standard.

Professor Mark Stirling is the inaugural Chair of Earthquake Science at the 
University of Otago. The position, now in its 11th year of existence, was created to 
address the lack of earthquake science capability in southern New Zealand. Mark 
was leader of the 1998, 2002 and 2010 national seismic hazard models for New 
Zealand. His work covers the disciplines of seismology, earthquake geology and 
seismic hazard, with a strong focus on low seismicity regions and the testing and 
evaluation of seismic hazard models.

AEES Annual Conference
Thursday 26 to Saturday 28 November 2026

Launceston, Tasmania
Venue: The Boathouse Centre

Registration Dates
1 June: Registrations open at aees.org.au
31 August: Early-bird registration closes
5 November: Registrations close

Submission Dates
30 June: Abstract submissions close
15 July: Abstract acceptance
31 August: Paper submission deadline

Social Events: Rupert & Hound, Thursday 26 November (drinks, finger food)
Josef Cromy, Friday 27 November (seated conference dinner)


