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FOREWORD
The Conference Organising Committee warmly welcomes you to the 2006 Australian
Earthquake Engineering Society Conference in Canberra.  The conference will follow the very
successful format introduced in 2004, borrowed unashamedly from the NZSEE, of three half-
day sessions starting Friday afternoon and flowing over the weekend to allow for both
technical discussions and social interaction.

This year’s conference repeats last year’s broad theme aimed at industry participation with
discussion of the new earthquake loading standard, a number of earthquake design case
studies, an introduction to extreme blast loading, tsunamis and insurance related issues. The
format involves the oral presentation of 21 papers with a further 23 papers presented in
poster form with extensive dedicated time to discuss the posters in detail with authors.

We thank our sponsors Geoscience Australia who provided this year’s venue and ES&S
Melbourne who host the AEES website. Here is an introduction to our keynote speakers:

• Tony Pearce is the head of Emergency Management Australia with a background in the
Australian intelligence and emergency management sectors. In 2005 he was a member
of the Prime Minister’s Science, Engineering and Innovation Council Tsunami Working
Group following the Indian Ocean tsunami.

• Gail Atkinson is a well-known seismologist and professor at Carleton University Canada
(our first invited speaker from this Commonwealth country) who will discuss the art and
science of earthquake forecasting.

• John Wilson is Professor of Civil Engineering at Swinburne, Fellow of IEAust, President of
the Australian Earthquake Engineering Society, Chairman of the Standards Committee
BD/6/11 Earthquake Loading Standard and one of the drivers behind establishment of
Urban Search and Rescue (USAR) in Australia.

•  Gary Gibson founded the Seismology Research Centre in 1976. He is an Honorary
Research Fellow at Monash University, Chairman of the Executive Committee of the
International Seismological Centre, and a member of the IASPEI committee on Seismic
Risk, Education and Outreach, and of the Asian Seismological Commission.

We thank all our speakers and presenters who have contributed considerable time and effort
to share their research and observations with all of us.

The conference fulfils a fundamental mission of AEES to raise public awareness of
earthquakes and progress the understanding of engineering seismology and earthquake
engineering in Australia. We thank all involved in presenting and participating in this
conference, with a special thanks to Barb Butler for frequent advice.

Mark Leonard (Chair), Mark Edwards, Trevor Dhu, Trevor Allen and Kevin McCue

Organising Committee

1992 Sydney Earthquake Resistant Design and Insurance in Australia
1993 Melbourne Earthquake Engineering and Disaster Reduction
1994 Canberra Survival of Lifelines in Earthquakes
1995 Melbourne PCEE'95
1996 Adelaide The Australia Earthquake Loading Standard
1997 Brisbane Earthquakes in Australian Cities - can we ignore the risks?
1998 Perth Meckering 30 years on – how would we cope today?
1999 Sydney The 10th Anniversary of the Newcastle Earthquake - Lessons learnt
2000 Hobart Dams, Fault Scarps and Earthquakes
2001 Canberra Loading Codes in the Real World
2002 Adelaide Total Risk Management in the Privatised Era
2003 Melbourne Earthquake Risk Management
2004 Mt. Gambier Australian earthquake engineering in the new millennium – where to from here?
2005 Albury Earthquake Engineering in Australia
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

•  Tony Pearce, Director General, Emergency Management Australia
Canberra

The role of science, engineering and risk identification in
 catastrophic disaster preparedness and response

•  Gail M. Atkinson, Carleton University, Ottawa, Canada
Forecasting earthquake ground motions

• Prof. John Wilson, Swinburne University of Technology, Melbourne
Recent developments in the research and practice of earthquake engineering in

Australia

•  Gary Gibson, Environmental Systems and Services, Melbourne
Seismological contributions to earthquake risk mitigation

❖ ❖ ❖
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