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WELCOME 
 

 

AEES President, Peter McBean, and the AEES Committee look forward to welcoming you to Canberra, ACT, 
Australia to attend the 2017 Australian Earthquake Engineering Society Conference.  The conference will 
be held at Geoscience Australia in Symonston over three half days commencing at 1pm on the Friday 
(registration will open at 12nn) and concluding at 1.15pm on the Sunday. 

 
There will be a dinner on Friday evening at the Lake George Winery and a dinner on Saturday evening at the 
National Arboretum Canberra. 

 
A meeting of Australian Seismologists is scheduled for Friday morning at the conference venue, before the 
conference proper commences.  The AEES AGM will also be held during the conference. 

 
Our keynote speakers this year are: 

 
Mr Trevor Allen Leader of the National Seismic Hazard Assessment (NSHA) project, 

Geoscience Australia, Symonston, ACT, Australia 

Prof. Brendon Bradley Professor of Earthquake Engineering, University of Canterbury.  Deputy Director 
of QuakeCoRE: The NZ Centre for Earthquake Resilience 

Prof. Michael Griffith Professor-School of Civil, Environmental & Mining Engineering, University 
of Adelaide, Adelaide, Australia 

Prof. John Wilson Professor, Pro-Vice Chancellor, Swinburne University of Technology, 
Hawthorn, Victoria, Australia 

 

We will have a blend of keynote speakers, oral presentations and posters.  All abstracts will be published in 
the conference proceedings and full papers will be provided to each participant on USB. 

 

There will be an Australian Seismologists meeting held at Geoscience Australia on Friday 24 November, 
from 9.00am to 12.00nn before the full conference commences for those interested in attending.  There is no 
cost, however please indicate your intention to attend on the conference registration form.  For further 
information please contact Adam Pascale at adam.pascale@src.com.au 
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KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 

 

Trevor Allen 
 

 
 

 

Brendon Bradley 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Griffith 
 

 
 
 

John Wilson 
 

 

 
 
Since completing his postgraduate studies at Monash University, Trevor has worked as 
an earthquake seismologist in Australia, Canada and the United States.  He is currently 
the Chair of the Seismicity Task Group on the Canadian Standing Committee on 
Earthquake Design, a member of Standards Australia earthquake loading subcommittee, 
and leads Geoscience Australia’s National Seismic Hazard Assessment Activity.  Trevor 
has a particular interest in ground-motion modelling in stable continental environments, 
improving methods for estimation of earthquake magnitude, and in estimating earthquake 
impacts in near real time. 

 
 
 
 
Brendon is a Professor of Earthquake Engineering in the Department of Civil and Natural 
Resources Engineering at the University of Canterbury, New Zealand; and the Deputy 
Director of QuakeCoRE: The New Zealand Centre for Earthquake Resilience, which is a 
network of over 180 active researchers.  His areas of interest include engineering 
seismology, strong ground motion prediction, seismic response analysis of structural and 
geotechnical systems, and seismic performance and loss estimation methods.  He 
obtained his Bachelor of Engineering with Honours in 2007 and PhD in 2009.  Prior to 
joining the University of Canterbury in 2010, Brendon worked at GNS Science in 
Wellington, New Zealand, and as a post-doctoral fellow at Chuo University in Tokyo, 
Japan.  Brendon is an editorial board member for EERI’s Earthquake Spectra and the 
Bulletin of the New Zealand Society of Earthquake Engineering.  Brendon has also acted 
as director of Bradley Seismic Limited since 2010, providing consulting services in several 
areas of earthquake engineering.   Brendon has received several notable awards for work 
with collaborators, including, the 2012 Ivan Skinner EQC award for the advancement of 
earthquake engineering in NZ; 2013 Royal Society of New Zealand Rutherford Discovery 
Fellowship; 2014 Shamsher Prakash Foundation Research Award; 2014 NZ Engineering 
Excellence Awards Young Engineer of the Year; 2015 University of Canterbury Teaching 
Award; 2015 TC203 Young Researcher Award; 2015 EERI Shah Innovation Prize; 2016 
ASCE Norman Medal; and the 2016 NZ Prime Minister’s Emerging Scientist Prize. 
 
 
Michael Griffith is Professor in the School of Civil, Environmental and Mining Engineering 
at the University of Adelaide.  He obtained his PhD in Structural Engineering from the 
University of California at Berkeley (1988) after completing his BSc (Civil Eng.) and MSc 
(Civil Eng.) degrees at Washington State University in the US.  Dr. Griffith is a Fellow of 
the Institution of Engineers, Australia, state committee member of the SA Structural 
College and Past-President and now Honorary Life Member of the Australian Earthquake 
Engineering Society.  His main professional and research interests are in the field of 
earthquake engineering and structural dynamics with a particular interest in the 
performance of unreinforced masonry structures in earthquakes.  He has co-authored 
over 200 research papers in the field of structural engineering and sits on the Board of 
Directors for the International Association of Earthquake Engineering which is based in 
Tokyo. 

 

John L Wilson is Executive Dean of the Faculty of Science, Engineering and Technology 
at Swinburne University of Technology in Melbourne and has 30 years’ experience in 
industry and academia. He has a Bachelor of Engineering degree from Monash 
University, a Master of Science degree from University of California (Berkeley) and a PhD 
from University of Melbourne. He has a research background in earthquake engineering 
and structural dynamics and has consulted widely in these fields.  He is the past joint 
recipient of four Chapman Medals and one Warren Medal. He was the Victorian Division 
Chairman of Engineers Australia in 2002, spokesperson for the Victorian Infrastructure 
Report Cards since 2005, Chairman of Judges for the Victorian Engineering Excellence 
Awards since 2011, Chairman of BD6/11, the committee responsible for the earthquake-
loading standard for Australia and a member of ACI307 Committee. 
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SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

Friday 24 November – Welcome Dinner 
Lake George Winery 
 

        
 
Lake George Winery embraces two of Canberra’s earliest vineyards – Lake George itself, founded as Cullarin 
Vineyard by the late Dr Edgar Riek OAM in 1971; and the former Madew vineyard, founded as Westering vineyard 
by Captain Geoff Hood in 1973.  Rated 5 stars by James Halliday, Lake George Winery's wines are made with 
minimal interference, allowing full expression of the character of the vineyard.  We will travel by bus from Canberra 
and drop off back at hotels following dinner.  Included in all full registrations. 
 

Saturday 25 November – AEES Conference Dinner 
National Arboretum Canberra 
 

               
 

Included in all full registrations.  The National Arboretum Canberra features 94 forests of rare, endangered and 
symbolic trees from around Australia and the world. Many of the trees are still young but two of the forests are 
nearly 100 hundred years old. Over 44,000 trees from over 100 countries are growing across the huge 250 hectare 
(618 acre) site, making it one of the world’s largest living collections of rare, endangered and significant trees. 
  
Prior to the 2001 and 2003 Canberra bushfires, the Arboretum site was mostly covered in pine plantations.  
Following the devastating Canberra bushfires, a national design competition for the new arboretum was launched in  
2004 and the winners were announced in 2005 – Taylor Cullity Lethlean Landscape Architects and Tonkin Zulaikha 
Greer Architects with their ‘100 Forests and 100 Gardens’ joint proposal.  The ‘100 Forests and 100 Gardens’ 
proposal focused on the establishment of 100 forests of rare, threatened and symbolic trees from Australia and 
around the world, and provided the foundation for a master plan for the National Arboretum Canberra, which has 
been progressively implemented since 2005.  The proposal for a national arboretum also connected with Walter 
Burley Griffin’s original plan for Canberra, which included a continental arboretum at the western end of the lake. 
 
The Arboretum provides arguably the best view of Canberra in the ACT, and Ginger Catering provide a dining 
experience you will never forget.  Led by Janet Jeffs, who worked alongside Cheong Liew and Maggie Beer, Ginger 
Catering has a ‘paddock to plate’ philosophy at its heart.  They are committed to using only locally sourced, 
sustainable and ethical produce across all their offerings.  Not only is their food delicious, it is also presented in a 
unique and refreshing way… 
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ACCOMMODATION 
 

Canberra has a large number of accommodation options.  We recommend you peruse a site such as 
www.Trivago.com.au to search for the best prices as they change daily depending on availability. 
 
We can recommend the following properties (in no particular order), having viewed them all first hand.  All are 
within a short taxi ride to Geoscience Australia (our conference venue).  If you want to stay at the absolute closest 
4/5 star hotel to our conference venue, we recommend the Vibe Hotel adjacent to Canberra Airport.  But all the 
other properties listed below are within a short taxi ride. 

 
Vibe Hotel 

              
 
Rooms range from $169 to $212 per night.  Free WiFi.  6.2km to city centre.  Recently refurbished.  
Walkable from the airport. Closest 4/5 star to Geoscience Australia. 
 
 
Hotel Kurrajong 

       
 
Rooms range from $167 to $188 per night.  2.9km to city centre.  Free WiFi.  Built in 1926, recently 
refurbished in art deco style. 
 
 
Little National Hotel 

    
 
Rooms range from $147 to $189 per night.  3.3km to city centre.  Minimalist modern.    
Free high-speed WiFi. 
 
Burbury Hotel 

    
 
Rooms range from $319 to $362 per night.  3.4km to city centre.  Contemporary, 
sophisticated, sleek, guests have access to all the facilities on offer at Hotel Realm. 
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Hotel Realm 

       
 
Rooms range from $215 to $389 per night.  3.3km to city centre.  Modern, lounge bars, 
wholefoods café, health club, indoor heated pool, day spa.  Complimentary WiFi. 
 
 
QT Canberra 

       
 
Rooms range from $199 to $249 per night.  .3km to city centre.  Free WiFi.  Funky, quirky, 
basement bar with amazing cocktails! 
 
 
Hotel Hotel Canberra 

          
 
Rooms range from $260 to $293 per night.  Free WiFi.  .6km to city centre.  Worth visiting just 
to see the architecture/design. The hotel was built in collaboration between designers, 
architects, artists, artisans.  Very different from your average hotel! Two types of 
accommodation – upper floors have self-contained apartments (modern, quirky, bright, lots of 
natural light, original artworks, reupholstered furniture).  Lower floors (some underground) 
have walls that are a mixture of concrete, cork, clay and natural fibre wallpapers, with beds 
made from reclaimed oak and quirky furniture and bathrooms.  
 
 
AEES thanks our sponsors for their ongoing support: 
 

   


